
Sally Shallam
As soon as I’ve slung the car into a 
parking spot, I’m following holidaymakers, 
beachbag-toting parents and children 
swathed in multicoloured towels, flip-
flopping towards the harbour. Just as the 
marina comes into view, so does a big, 
green steam engine, heaving and sighing 
its way into Watchet station.

You’ve probably heard of Minehead – 
home to Butlin’s and a wide sandy beach 

– and also Hinkley Point, the nuclear power 
plant about 20 miles east of the resort, 
but you might not have come across 
Watchet. The pint-sized harbour town is 
poised on the rocky coastline between 
the two, the Bristol Channel ahead of it, 
Exmoor behind.

The vibe is industrial-luxe, the 
walls dark slate – a shade I
liked a lot more before this 
washout summer – and at the far 
end is a fat (grey) sofa, cast-iron 
fireplace

The river Washford flows between 
cottages towards the sea, the heritage 
West Somerset Railway runs down to the 
port, which dates back 1,000 years, and 
the tiny main street is a Victorian gem. 
Get to the point… where’s the B&B? In the 
middle of that high street – an old shop, 
by the look of things. I ring the bell. Here’s 
Jason Robinson at the door to let me in. 
He and his wife, Annie, discovered the 
town while searching for a wedding venue. 
Former creatives at Disney, they fell in love 

at work, and then with Watchet. On that 
wedding-plan trip they ended up buying 
a holiday house, then, when the old bric-a-
brac shop next door came up for sale they 
bought that too. Jobs were chucked and 
renovation began just after last Christmas. 
This is their B&B’s first week in business.

Jason tells me all this in the flagstoned 
“shopfront”, perched at a wooden table 
large enough to seat all eight guests (so 
a place for sociable types). The vibe is 
industrial-luxe, the walls dark slate – 
a shade I liked a lot more before this 
washout summer – and at the far end 
is a fat (grey) sofa, cast-iron fireplace, 
a Mickey Mouse figure in a glass case 
and shelves of design books. As guest 
sitting rooms go, it’s compact. I predict 
sunlounger-style sofa bagging at wine 
o’clock when all four rooms are full.

These are on the first and second floors: 
larger rooms at the front, smaller ones 
overlooking pretty courtyard gardens at 
the back. My monochrome bedroom faces 
a quaint-looking chemist’s over the street 
and has a dressing area and bathroom 
with slipper bath, walk-in shower and 
full-size REN products.

The only splash of colour is a picture wall, 
but attention to detail comes in spades. 
Water in a stoppered bottle, a tea tray 
has sugar tongs and muffins in a paper 
bag, the black wardrobe contains iron 
and board and the TV is subtly placed. 
The shower has a recessed shelf and, joy, 
controls I can reach before stepping under 
the shower head.

Gripes? Dark roman blinds mean I have to 
choose between privacy or daylight, and 
the extractor fan goes on for ever.

A quick blast up on to Exmoor, and dinner 
at The Culbone, a pub serving Brixham 
fish and moorland beef, then sleep. Mmm, 
bed’s wonderful.

Herby mushrooms and poached egg on 
toast, and fresh carrot and ginger juice go 
down very nicely in the morning. Never 
had breakfast sitting in a shop window 
before… gosh, the Quantock Pharmacy is 
busy. “Wish you were here,” I scribble in 
my notebook, thinking of London friends, 
because Swain House is a rather chilled 
place to be.

Saturday 8th September 2012



Four-Second Commute
With a background as creatives in the 
Disney business it’s perhaps no surprise 
that Jason and Annie Robinson have a 
flair for interior design.

So when they decided to get into the B&B 
business, it was with a view to creating 
something very out of the ordinary. 
The result is Swain House in Watchet, 
Somerset, a gem of a place to stay in a 
perfect jewel of a town.

Watchet’s harbour is said to have inspired 
the opening lines of The Rime Of The 
Ancient Mariner by Samuel Taylor 
Coleridge, whose bronze statue now 
overlooks the water. Otherwise, it’s pretty 
unknown. The Robinsons stumbled on 
this charming backwater while booking 
a nearby venue for their wedding. They 
were looking for B&Bs where their guests 
could stay.

“We loved the town,” says Jason. “It’s got a 
marina, a pretty harbour and the heritage 
West Somerset steam railway running 
down to the port. We thought it would 
make a beautiful escape from our London 
lives and when we saw there was a house 
on the market, we bought it and used it as 
a holiday home for a year.

“One week when we came down we found 
that the property next door, an unused 
shop, was for sale and I made a flippant 
remark about how we could buy it and do 
bed and breakfast.

“I had left my job as head of design for 
one of the Disney channels and was 
turning 40. It seems my mid-life crisis 
manifested itself by wanting a boutique 
B&B rather than a Porsche.”

The two properties were probably one 
house originally, but had been separated 

in the Victorian period, with a floor 
added above and an alley in between 
them. The upper floors still bridge above 
the passageway. Fortunately for the 
Robinsons the building was not listed, 
which Jason finds odd as most other 
properties in Watchet are at least Grade II.

“The shop was on the market at £125,000. 
It was a wreck inside and not really suited 
to a developer. However, as soon as we 
made an offer other buyers came out of 
the woodwork and so it went to sealed 
bids. We put in a bid for £137,000 which 
was what we reckoned we could afford, 
and it was accepted,” says Jason.

That only left the small matter of change 
of use from a class A property to one 
which would be Class C. It’s becoming 
easier to do this but even so there’s 
reluctance in many places to lose shops 
because you don’t get them back.

Undaunted, Jason went ahead with the 
application, dashing down from London 
for planning meetings to argue the case.

“They were not happy about losing a shop 
but it had been closed for years and I 
talked them round.”

By now Annie was expecting a child so 
the move to Somerset was put on hold 
until Archie, their son, was three 
months old.

Jason was told the renovation work 
would take up to 16 weeks but, inevitably, 
it took longer. The entire shop had to 
be gutted, and new floors, electrics and 
plumbing installed.

Luckily no dry rot was found when the 
joists were revealed but an old well 
was discovered in what is now the B&B’s 

kitchen and Jason decided to have 
it capped.

“One day I hope that the next person who 
renovates the place will find the well, 
which is why I wanted it capped rather 
than filled in. I believe that it used to be 
outside the property but when it was 
rebuilt in Victorian times it somehow came 
to be inside. I don’t think it was used 
after that.”

In addition to all the refitting, there 
were, of course, building regulations to 
comply with as well as soundproofing to 
be installed in order that the Robinsons’ 
house would not be disturbed by the 
guests next door. Rubber matting made 
from recycled car tyres and soundproofing 
boards were used and Jason says that the 
property is so quiet now that it’s hard to 
tell if anyone is indoors.

The Robinsons employed a private 
building regulations contractor instead
of the council employee, and Jason 
believes that this was a more efficient 
solution, which cost only a few hundred 
pounds extra.

Throughout the process, Jason had been 
researching other B&Bs and he visited 
two which were particularly notable: The 
Ashton, in Lancaster, and The Reading 
Rooms, in Margate. Both are luxury guest 
houses with a small number of rooms.

The owners were happy to talk through 
the problems and experience of running 
such an establishment. It emerged that it 
was not worth doing your own laundry: 
one of the owners, Louise, from The 
Reading Rooms, said she remembered 
being up until 3am ironing sheets and in 
tears because she knew she would have to 
rise by 7am to do breakfast.

Jason says: “When it came to what the 
rooms would look like we made three 
Look Books using all sorts of ideas we 
found in magazines and other places. We 
researched all the materials online to get 
costings and did extensive research on the 
colour scheme.

“We wanted to repaint the outside of both 
houses so they matched, and we had to 
get permission for that and it decided the 
colour of the interiors.

“We went for a monochrome scheme with 
Farrow and Ball’s Downpipe as one of the 
main colours. We also bought the murals, 
which are based on Old Master paintings, 
from a company called Surface View 
which is licensed by the National Gallery in 
London to reproduce some of their works.

Swain House was finally ready to receive 
its first visitors in August 2012. The 
Robinsons charge £125 per night for 
each of the four rooms, all with en suite 
designer bathrooms.

By luck one of the first bookings was 
travel journalist Sally Shalham who put 
Watchet, and its new B&B House, on the 
map, describing it as “industrial luxe”, with 
just a quibble about the size of the guest 
sitting room. That is something that Jason 
would like to address in the future.

“I would absolutely love to do another 
one, perhaps something that would be 
classified as a hotel, but my first priority is 
to make a success of this venture,” he says.

December 2012



Disney magic rubs off on B&B
With a background as creatives in the 
Disney business it’s perhaps no surprise 
that Jason and Annie Robinson have a 
flair for interior design.

So when they decided to get into the B&B 
business, it was with a view to creating 
something very out of the ordinary. 
The result is Swain House in Watchet, 
Somerset, a gem of a place to stay in a 
perfect jewel of a town.

Watchet’s harbour is said to have inspired 
the opening lines of The Rime Of The 
Ancient Mariner by Samuel Taylor 
Coleridge, whose bronze statue now 
overlooks the water. Otherwise, it’s pretty 
unknown. The Robinsons stumbled on 
this charming backwater while booking 
a nearby venue for their wedding. They 
were looking for B&Bs where their guests 
could stay.

“We loved the town,” says Jason. “It’s got a 
marina, a pretty harbour and the heritage 
West Somerset steam railway running 
down to the port. We thought it would 
make a beautiful escape from our London 
lives and when we saw there was a house 
on the market, we bought it and used it as 
a holiday home for a year.

“One week when we came down we found 
that the property next door, an unused 
shop, was for sale and I made a flippant 
remark about how we could buy it and do 
bed and breakfast.

“I had left my job as head of design for 
one of the Disney channels and was 
turning 40. It seems my mid-life crisis 
manifested itself by wanting a boutique 
B&B rather than a Porsche.”

The two properties were probably one 
house originally, but had been separated 

in the Victorian period, with a floor 
added above and an alley in between 
them. The upper floors still bridge above 
the passageway. Fortunately for the 
Robinsons the building was not listed, 
which Jason finds odd as most other 
properties in Watchet are at least Grade II.

“The shop was on the market at £125,000. 
It was a wreck inside and not really suited 
to a developer. However, as soon as we 
made an offer other buyers came out of 
the woodwork and so it went to sealed 
bids. We put in a bid for £137,000 which 
was what we reckoned we could afford, 
and it was accepted,” says Jason.

That only left the small matter of change 
of use from a class A property to one 
which would be Class C. It’s becoming 
easier to do this but even so there’s 
reluctance in many places to lose shops 
because you don’t get them back.

Undaunted, Jason went ahead with the 
application, dashing down from London 
for planning meetings to argue the case.

“They were not happy about losing a shop 
but it had been closed for years and I 
talked them round.”

By now Annie was expecting a child so 
the move to Somerset was put on hold 
until Archie, their son, was three 
months old.

Jason was told the renovation work 
would take up to 16 weeks but, inevitably, 
it took longer. The entire shop had to 
be gutted, and new floors, electrics and 
plumbing installed.

Luckily no dry rot was found when the 
joists were revealed but an old well 
was discovered in what is now the B&B’s 

kitchen and Jason decided to have 
it capped.

“One day I hope that the next person who 
renovates the place will find the well, 
which is why I wanted it capped rather 
than filled in. I believe that it used to be 
outside the property but when it was 
rebuilt in Victorian times it somehow came 
to be inside. I don’t think it was used 
after that.”

In addition to all the refitting, there 
were, of course, building regulations to 
comply with as well as soundproofing to 
be installed in order that the Robinsons’ 
house would not be disturbed by the 
guests next door. Rubber matting made 
from recycled car tyres and soundproofing 
boards were used and Jason says that the 
property is so quiet now that it’s hard to 
tell if anyone is indoors.

The Robinsons employed a private 
building regulations contractor instead
of the council employee, and Jason 
believes that this was a more efficient 
solution, which cost only a few hundred 
pounds extra.

Throughout the process, Jason had been 
researching other B&Bs and he visited 
two which were particularly notable: The 
Ashton, in Lancaster, and The Reading 
Rooms, in Margate. Both are luxury guest 
houses with a small number of rooms.

The owners were happy to talk through 
the problems and experience of running 
such an establishment. It emerged that it 
was not worth doing your own laundry: 
one of the owners, Louise, from The 
Reading Rooms, said she remembered 
being up until 3am ironing sheets and in 
tears because she knew she would have to 
rise by 7am to do breakfast.

Jason says: “When it came to what the 
rooms would look like we made three 
Look Books using all sorts of ideas we 
found in magazines and other places. We 
researched all the materials online to get 
costings and did extensive research on the 
colour scheme.

“We wanted to repaint the outside of both 
houses so they matched, and we had to 
get permission for that and it decided the 
colour of the interiors.

“We went for a monochrome scheme with 
Farrow and Ball’s Downpipe as one of the 
main colours. We also bought the murals, 
which are based on Old Master paintings, 
from a company called Surface View 
which is licensed by the National Gallery in 
London to reproduce some of their works.

Swain House was finally ready to receive 
its first visitors in August 2012. The 
Robinsons charge £125 per night for 
each of the four rooms, all with en suite 
designer bathrooms.

By luck one of the first bookings was 
travel journalist Sally Shalham who put 
Watchet, and its new B&B House, on the 
map, describing it as “industrial luxe”, with 
just a quibble about the size of the guest 
sitting room. That is something that Jason 
would like to address in the future.

“I would absolutely love to do another 
one, perhaps something that would be 
classified as a hotel, but my first priority is 
to make a success of this venture,” he says.

Sunday 24th February 2013



Lesley Gillilan
When Jason and Annie Robinson opened 
Swain House last year, they brought 
a dash of London life to time-warped 
Watchet. Above their converted 19th-
century shop – a junk shop before they 
turned it into the region’s first boutique 
B&B – they offer four stylish rooms.

All feature king-size beds, digital wallpaper 
(a floor-to-ceiling detail from a National 
Portrait Gallery masterpiece) and the kind 
of luxury bathrooms you’d expect to find 
in an expensive hotel (think indulgent 
slipper baths and walk-in power-showers). 

Rates include a hearty Somerset breakfast, 
home-baked cakes and a wealth of local 
knowledge.

Doubles from £125 per night
(01984 631038, swain-house.com).

April 2013



Boutique Buckets & Spades

ART HOUSE CHIC
Swain House, Watchet, Somerset 
Watchet is an ancient harbour town 
in Somerset that’s a bit of find. It’s 
unspoiled and perched on the coast with 
Exmoor behind it. On the well-preserved 
Victorian High Street is Swain House, a 
B&B housed in what used to be a couple 
of village shops. Step through the front 
door and enter a stylish, sophisticated 
pad that’s decorated in shades of muted 
grey. Bedrooms are decorated in Farrow 
& Ball neutrals with the eye-catching 
feature wall consisting of a mural of a 
painting from the National Gallery or the 
National Portrait Gallery. The ensuite has 
a slipper bath, double walk-in shower, 
fluffy bathrobes and REN toiletries. If 
you’re up for extra indulgence, luxuries 
such as homemade truffles or a bottle 
of champagne on ice can be ordered. 
While you’re there: as Watchet is deep 
in the heart of cider country, it would 
be rude not to check out the local brew 
at Torre Cider Farm (torrecider.com). If 
you’re feeling adventurous, have a go at 
coasteering —travelling along the base of 
sea cliffs (activeadventuresw.co.uk).

The lowdown: from £125 per night. Visit 
swain-house.com or call 01984 631038.

Monday 8th July 2013



Interiors
Almost a year ago to the day, we 
packed our bags and moved our lives 
from London to the Somerset coast. 
We’d stumbled across the little town 
of Watchet during a hunt for possible 
B&B accommodation for our wedding at 
nearby St Audries three years previously.

The sun was shining, bunting was 
fluttering in the breeze and steam trains 
were pulling in and out of Watchet’s small 
and perfectly restored station. It was love 
at first sight.

We bought a second home on Swain 
Street at that time and when the next-
door bric-à-brac shop came onto the 
market as well a year later, we saw an 
opportunity to finally jump ship from 
our hectic lives working in the media 
in London and embark on a truly life-
changing adventure.

By the time we arrived permanently in 
Watchet our family had grown, with the 
arrival of our son Archie, and this had 
only served to further confirm our belief 
in what we were planning: to convert the 
shop into a boutique B&B and create a 
stylistically different overnight offering for 
the area.

We worked closely with our architect to 
create four suites and a guest living/dining 
area from the interior of the building, 
retaining the original Victorian shop front 
and as much of the exterior character as 
possible. We had an idea of the look and 
feel that we wanted and finalised this by 

piecing together an extensive ‘look book’ 
- compiled from two years of researched 
and saved images.

“Stripping out the building led 
to rubble and then more rubble 
before the original features could 
begin to be restored – and in 
some cases revealed; among the 
secrets which the building threw 
up was a seventeeth-century well 
in the kitchen!”

We wanted a contemporary, rustic look 
with a high end, luxe design edge to it.
No traditional florals, where possible 
natural finishes and materials, a simple, 
crisp, colour palette and, as we’ve both 
worked for years in design, tremendous 
attention to detail. We’d both travelled 
extensively with our jobs and stayed in 
some great and not-so-great hotels, so we 
wanted to create somewhere we’d want to 
stay in ourselves.

Building work ran for longer than 
expected, with a large team of builders on 
site every day. Having originally estimated 
four months, construction time nearly 
doubled, with the B&B finally opening 
in mid-August 2012. Along the way, the 
building threw up a few surprises, not 
least a seventeeth-century well in the 
kitchen! And there was an extraordinary 
amount of rubble, with 40 tonnes 
needing to be removed from the ground 
floor alone!

We were lucky as we had some real 
craftsmen in the team and they shared 
our passion for achieving an amazing level 
of finish.

The rooms are luxurious but uncluttered - 
nothing is fussy. This applies throughout, 
from the choice of artwork - wall-sized 
murals of details from Georgian paintings 

- to the most simple, beautifully designed 
slipper baths we could source. Quality was 
hugely important to us and we wanted 
that to be present in everything we chose 
for the interior. We hope that our future 
guests get as much out of our new-found 
paradise as we have.

Summer 2013



Lisa Helmanis
Sleepy seaside town, check. Quirky, period 
building, check. Ideal English retreat for 
a seasonal stroll? Swain House has it all. 
Lying in a quiet, unhurried corner of the 
Watchet, one of the few coastal towns to 
still have local people living year round 
with tea shops and junk stores to loiter
in, is the surprisingly design-conscious 
Swain House. 

Owners Jason and Annie, London Design 
types, married in the area, and over time, 
made the move from big smoke to rural 
retreat. A chance to buy the Victorian 
shop and townhouse spurred them on 
to create this small, considered B&B. 
With only 4 snug rooms in this long lean 
building, these are not suites for lounging.

But as a base for exploring the area, they 
make an ideal choice. Designer Jason 
has created arresting features such as 
classical portraits writ large, lending old 
fashioned richness to these modern rooms. 
Freestanding baths, REN products and 
exceptional breakfasts lift this property 
out of the realm of your standard B&B. 

Although there isn’t a restaurant, the 
long table in the dining room makes for 
a convivial breakfast with other guests 
as you gaze out on passers by, and the 
couple are happy to organise little extras 
such as champagne, strawberries or 
flowers in the room. 

With civilised breakfast times from 8.30 
to 10, sleepy Watchet with its welcome 
absence of gastro pubs (though great 

country pub food is a short cab ride away) 
is a real retreat. Add in the plush beds of 
Swain House and you have permission 
to spend your weekend doing absolutely 
nothing at all. Bliss.

Highs:
• The attention to detail in this small find
• The sea is but a short walk, with junk 
stores to raid along the way 

Lows:
• You can’t walk to a good pub for food. 
But a short taxi ride will give you lots
of options

Inside Track:

Best room:
All four are beautiful, but the street-
facing rooms at the front are a little larger. 
We love Room 1, with digital wallpaper 
showing off a dramatic image of Charlotte 
Sophia of Mecklenburg-Strelitz.

Best dish:
Herby mushrooms and poached egg on 
toast, or the delicious savoury pancakes 
cooked by Jason.

Insider fact:
Moody, atmospheric Watchet was striking 
enough to inspire poet Samuel Taylor 
Coleridge’s “The Rime of the Ancient 
Mariner”. Enough said.

December 2013

www.redonline.co.uk/travel/book-places-to-stay/swain-house-review



John Gregory-Smith
Sometimes people just get things right, 
and this is exactly what happened when 
Jason and Annie got married and left 
London to open Swain House, a 
boutique bed and breakfast in the coastal 
town of Watchet.

Using their design know how, they 
successfully redeveloped a wonderful old 
townhouse from a junk shop into a slick 
4-room bed and breakfast.

From the high street the building 
retained the look and feel of the local 
neighbourhood, but a huge glass window 
into the dining room revealed a beautifully 
executed, modern room, with grey walls, 
contemporary lights that hung low over 
a well-worn oak table and a fabulous 
feature fireplace.

A smiling Jason met us at the gate and 
took us up to our room. It had all the 
trappings of a boutique hotel; huge bed, 
massive vintage wardrobe, a feature 
wall and a magnificent bathroom with a 
massive roll top bath. It was heaven.

We loved this stunning designer 
Bed and Breakfast in the costal 
town of Watchet.

Watchet is a sleepy town right on the sea, 
in West Somerset, surrounded by rolling 
hills and massive stony beaches. It was 
perfect for long walks and longer pints at 
this slightly blustery time of year.

We were directed over the hills to the 
nearby fossil beach, a quintessentially 
British beach covered in rocks and loads 
of dog walkers. And as the rain started we 
found ourselves by the fire in the Bell Inn , 
before heading to the local curry house 
for dinner.

Jason had built an immaculate kitchen, 
and the following morning in his chef’s 
jacket he set to and made a fabulous 
breakfast. On the menu was full English 
and homemade pancakes with local 
bread, fresh smoothies and loads of 
newspapers. It was a perfect end to our 
weekend away and we have already been 
planning our return.

February 2014

www.eattravellive.com/travel/swain-house-bed-breakfast



May 2014
SWAIN HOUSE, WATCHET, SOMERSET
 
Tucked away in the sleepy harbour town 
of Watchet this designer B&B is big on 
style. Previously an 18th century shop, 
its owners (former Disney execs) have 
restored it in shades of white, dove and 
slate grey, with treats like roll-top baths, 
cast-iron radiators, and huge murals based 
on National Gallery paintings. Flop on to 
the sofa in front of the fire after walks 
along the coastal path from the harbour to 
Blue Anchor Bay.

48 Swain Street, Watchet,
Somerset TA23 OAG
(01984 631 038; swain-housacom), 
Doubles from £125 B&B 

May 2014



Swain House
Watchet, Somerset
Jason and Annie Robinson opened Swain 
House two years ago in the centre of 
Watchet, a little harbour town on the 
Bristol Channel, about 15 miles
north-west of Taunton. The couple 
originally bought the Georgian townhouse 
next door (now their home), before 
acquiring this place, which had a shop at 
street level, now the guest living-dining 
room with big communal table, comfy 
sofas and industrial-looking lamps. The 
four bedrooms are simple and stylish 
and each has a wall emblazoned with a 
detail from a famous portrait from the 
National Gallery, and spacious ensuite 
bathrooms with freestanding roll-top 
baths. Swain House offers cooked 
breakfasts, home-baked bread and cakes, 
and light charcuterie suppers with local 
wines, beers and ciders. Be sure to do the 
Mineral Line walk, along a disused railway 
that once brought iron ore down from the 
mines in the Brendon Hills, or the three-
mile cliff scamper to the seaside village 
of Blue Anchor. There, you can catch the 
charming West Somerset Steam Railway 
back to Watchet.

All rooms cost £125 including breakfast 
(01984-631038; swain-house.com).

Sunday 17th May 2014



Hurray for the luxury B&B!
Swain House, Somerset
Watchet is an ancient Harbour town 
that’s a cute, unspolied gem. On the
well-preserved Victorian high street 
is Swain House, a stylish B&B that’s 
decorated in shades of muted grey. The 
bedrooms have a striking portrait feature 
wall, while your en suite boasts a slipper 
bath, double walk-in shower and fluffy 
bathrobes. And if you’re up for a little 
indulgence, truffles or Champagne can 
be arranged.

HOW MUCH?
Rooms are £125 for two, including 
breakfast. For details, visit swain-house.
com, or call 01984 631038.

November 2014



The Cool Hotel Guide: Swain 
House, Watchet, Somerset

Watchet is where Samuel Taylor Coleridge, 
while on a walking tour, was inspired to 
write The Rime of the Ancient Mariner. 
There’s a statue of an “ancient mariner” on 
the esplanade overlooking the high sea 
walls of the marina - the Bristol Channel 
can get very rough. Swain House is a 
short stroll from the statue, in the centre 
of Watchet (population about 3,700), and 
it makes a perfect base for exploring the 
nearby countryside and coast by foot.

In a nutshell
It’s easy to find, in the centre of town 
next to a run of antique shops in an 1890s 
townhouse. There are four rooms in this 
stylish little B&B, run in a laid-back but 
efficient manner by Jason and Annie 
Robinson, both of whom previously 
worked for Disney in London (which 
explains the small model of Mickey 
Mouse in the lounge) but moved to west 
Somerset to be close to relatives. Swain 
House opened two years ago.

What are the rooms like?
They’re surprisingly large and each has a 
wall poster showing a detail from a work 
of art from either the National Gallery 
or the National Portrait Gallery. In room 
four, for example, there’s a picture of the 
wistful-looking female figure depicted by 
Claude-Marie Dubufe in his painting The 
Surprise (from the 1820s), while in room 
one expect a close-up of the hand of 
Charlotte Sophia of Mecklenburg-Strelitz, 

as painted by Allan Ramsay (1762). Room 
two shows another painting by Ramsay - 
of a rather self-satisfied King George III. 
While these features might sound intrusive, 
they somehow work alongside the neutral 
colour schemes of the rooms: pencil-
grey carpets and whitewashed walls. The 
spotless bathrooms have slate floors and 
REN products.

Which is the best room?
Room four is at the front on the second 
floor with a detail of the ruby-ringed 
hands of Christina of Denmark by Hans 
Holbein the Younger (1538). It gets 
afternoon sunlight through the sash 
windows.

So what is the food like?
The cooked breakfasts are just right, with 
a choice of either a full English, vegetarian 
(eggs, “herby mushrooms”, halloumi, 
roasted tomatoes and vegetarian sausage), 
or pancakes with either berries, yoghurt 
and maple syrup or bacon with a poached 
egg. Jason serves the food swiftly, along 
with fresh coffee and juice. My full English 
was top-notch and not at all greasy: 
crispy bacon, pork sausage, poached 
egg and roasted tomato with tasty herby 
mushrooms. For dinner the evening 
before I went to the Spice Merchant 
(01984 633010), a brilliant nearby Indian 
restaurant recommended by Jason, who 
said “it knocks out most places on Brick 
Lane” - and he was right.
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Who goes there?
Most visitors are hikers. Brandi Carlile, 
the American folk singer, has stayed.

What else is there to do?
Take a ride on the West Somerset 
Railway (west-somerset-railway.co.uk). 
There’s a stop at Watchet, and you can 
hear the hoot of the steam trains from 
Swain House. The line is England’s 
longest preserved steam railway. The 
Quantock Hills are close by and you 
can go along the coastal path, which 
becomes the South West Coast Path at 
Minehead, running 630 miles to Dorset 
(southwestcoastpath.com).

The highs, the lows, the verdict
Eight out of ten
Good value big rooms in an interesting 
spot, but there’s a bit of traffic noise.

Need to know
Swain House (01984 631038,
swain-house.com), 48 Swain Street, 
Watchet, West Somerset TA23 0AG; 
B&B doubles from £125; no wheelchair 
access rooms; single occupancy rooms 
from £110 Monday-Thursday.



Let’s go to a Hotel by the sea
Swain House, Watchet, Somerset

Design-concious Swain House is the ideal 
place to do absolutley nothing. Classical 
prtrsits and free-standing baths lend 
an old-fashioned richness to the four 
modern rooms and, outside there are 
shops and junkk stores to linger in. There 
is no restaurant, but the long table in 
the dinning room make sfor a convivial 
breakfasts with outher guests, From 
£135.00 per room.
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