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ART HOUSE CHIC
Swain House, Watchet, Somerset 
Watchet is an ancient harbour town 
in Somerset that’s a bit of find. It’s 
unspoiled and perched on the coast with 
Exmoor behind it. On the well-preserved 
Victorian High Street is Swain House, a 
B&B housed in what used to be a couple 
of village shops. Step through the front 
door and enter a stylish, sophisticated 
pad that’s decorated in shades of muted 
grey. Bedrooms are decorated in Farrow 
& Ball neutrals with the eye-catching 
feature wall consisting of a mural of a 
painting from the National Gallery or the 
National Portrait Gallery. The ensuite has 
a slipper bath, double walk-in shower, 
fluffy bathrobes and REN toiletries. If 
you’re up for extra indulgence, luxuries 
such as homemade truffles or a bottle 
of champagne on ice can be ordered. 
While you’re there: as Watchet is deep 
in the heart of cider country, it would 
be rude not to check out the local brew 
at Torre Cider Farm (torrecider.com). If 
you’re feeling adventurous, have a go at 
coasteering —travelling along the base of 
sea cliffs (activeadventuresw.co.uk).

The lowdown: from £125 per night. Visit 
swain-house.com or call 01984 631038.
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