
Swain House
Watchet, Somerset
Jason and Annie Robinson opened Swain 
House two years ago in the centre of 
Watchet, a little harbour town on the 
Bristol Channel, about 15 miles
north-west of Taunton. The couple 
originally bought the Georgian townhouse 
next door (now their home), before 
acquiring this place, which had a shop at 
street level, now the guest living-dining 
room with big communal table, comfy 
sofas and industrial-looking lamps. The 
four bedrooms are simple and stylish 
and each has a wall emblazoned with a 
detail from a famous portrait from the 
National Gallery, and spacious ensuite 
bathrooms with freestanding roll-top 
baths. Swain House offers cooked 
breakfasts, home-baked bread and cakes, 
and light charcuterie suppers with local 
wines, beers and ciders. Be sure to do the 
Mineral Line walk, along a disused railway 
that once brought iron ore down from the 
mines in the Brendon Hills, or the three-
mile cliff scamper to the seaside village 
of Blue Anchor. There, you can catch the 
charming West Somerset Steam Railway 
back to Watchet.

All rooms cost £125 including breakfast 
(01984-631038; swain-house.com).
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